United Spirit Community Church

A federation of Christ United Methodist Church and
First Congregational United Church of Christ

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 1
Peter 5:10 NIV

** indicates an appropriate time to stand as you are able.
Gathering Music

Greeting and Announcements

Prayer and Transition to Worship

Prelude

**Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 20)

One: May the Lord answer you when you are in distress; may the name of the God of
Jacob protect you. May he send you help from the sanctuary and grant you support
from Zion.

Many: This we know: The Lord answers from his heavenly sanctuary; we trust in
the name of the Lord our God!

One: May he remember all your sacrifices and accept your burnt offerings. May he give
you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.

Many: This we know: The Lord answers from his heavenly sanctuary; we trust in
the name of the LORD our God!

One: May we shout for joy over your victory and lift up our banners in the name of our
God. May the LORD grant all your requests.

Many: This we know: The Lord answers from his heavenly sanctuary; we trust in
the name of the LORD our God! Answer us when we call!

**Opening Song “On a Hill Far Away (The Old Rugged Cross)” NCH #195
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1 On a hil far a - way stood an old rug-ged cross, the

2 Oh, that old rug-ged cross, so de - spised by the world, has a

3 In that old rug-ged cross, whichbore Love so di - vine, a

4 To the old rug-ged cross I wil ev - er be true, its
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suf - fering and shame; An
won-drous at - trac - tion for me;
won - drousbeau -ty I
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I love that old cross where the

For the dear Lambof God left the
sce, For up-on that old cross Je - sus
shame and re - proach glad - ly bear; When God calls me some-day to my
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dear - est and best for a world of lost sin-ners was slain.
glo - ry of heaven to bear it to cold Cal-va - ry.
suf - fered and died to par - don and sanc-ti - fy me.
home far a - way, there God’s glo -ry for-ev-er I'll share.
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tro - phiesat last I Ilay down; I will cling to the old rug-ged
Cross, the
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Cross, and ex - change it some-day for a Crown.
old g - ged cross,
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After serving as an officer in the Salvation Army, George
Bennard was ordained by the Methodist Episcopal Church. In
the midst of his travels through the Midwest conducting revival
services, he was inspired to write this hymn.

Prayers of the People

[

George

Tune: THE OLD RUGGED CROSS Irr.

Bennard, 1913

Lord God, Creator and Sustainer—we come to you humbly this morning, seeking
your face and your heart. Your Holy Spirit gives us the ability to get through tough
times, because your Spirit tells us who we are despite our circumstances; we are
your beloved. Lord, we welcome you and want you here with us in our worship
today and in every moment after we leave this place. May we know your presence

always. Amen.

Hymn of Praise

“My Life Flows on in Endless Song (How Can I Keep from Singing)”

NCH #476
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I My life flows on in end - less song; a - boveearth’slam - en -
2 What though my joys and com-forts die? My Sav -ior still is
3 When ty - rantstrem - ble, sick with fear, and hear their death knells
4 1 lift my eyes; the cloudgrowsthing I  see the Dlue a -
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ta - tion, i hear the sweet, though far - off hymn that
liv - ing. What thoughthe shad - ows  gath - er 'round? A
ring - ing; When friends re - joice both  far and near, how
bove it; And day by day this  path - way smooths, since
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hails a new cre a - tion. Through all the tu - mult
new song Christ is giv - ing. No  storm can shake my
can I keep from sing - ing? In pris - on cell and
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and the strife, I hear the mu - sic  ring - ing; It
in - most calm, while to thatRock I'm  cling-ing; Since
dun - geon vile our thoughts to them are  wing-ing; When
fresh my heart, a foun - tain ev - er  spring-ing; All
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finds an ech - o in my soul— how can I keep from sing-ing?
Love com-mands both heaven and earth, how can I keep from sing-ing?
friends by shame are wun - de - filed, how can I keep from sing-ing?
things are mine since I  am Christ’s—how can I keep from sing-ing?
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In various nineteenth-century hymnals this hymn was attributed Tune: ENDLESS SONG 87.8.7.D.
to different poets, including Anna Warner. The earliest published Attrib. to Robert Lowry in Bright Jewels
source credits Robert Lowry as the composer, although Silas for the Sunday School, New York, 1869
Vail later claimed the music. The third sianza was written by
Doris Plenn in the 1950s when her friends were imprisoned
during the McCarthy era,
Children’s Message
Scripture Reading Micah 6:1-5, 8 NIV

Listen to what the Lord says: “Stand up, plead my case before the mountains; let the hills
hear what you have to say. “Hear, you mountains, the Lord’s accusation; listen, you
everlasting foundations of the earth. For the Lord has a case against his people; he is
lodging a charge against Israel. “My people, what have I done to you? How have I
burdened you? Answer me. I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land
of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. My people, remember what
Balak king of Moab plotted and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember your
journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the Lord.” He has
shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Matthew 5:1-9 NIV
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. He said: “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, or they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they
will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Sermon “Comfort and Joy—Not Just for Christmas Songs”

Hymn of Response “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing” NCH #459
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1 Come,O Fount of ev-ery bless-ing, tune my heart to sing your grace;
2 Here I pause in my so - journ-ing, giv-ing thanks for hav-ing come,
3 O to gracehow greata debt-or dai-ly I am drawna - new!
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of end-less praise.
come to trust, at ev-ery turn-ing, God will guide me safe-ly home.
Let that gracenow, like a  fet - ter, bind my wan-dering heartto you.
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Teach me some me - lo-dious son - net, sung by flam-ing tongues a - bove.
Je - sus sought me when a  strang-er, wan-dering fromthe fold of God,
Prone to wan-der, I can feel it, wan-der fromthe love I’ve known:
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Praise the mount; I'm fixedup - on it, mount of God’s un - fail-ing love.

Came to res - cue me from dan- ger, bless-ed bod - y, pre-cious blood.
Here’smy heart, O takeand seal it, seal it for your ver-y own.
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Converted to Methodism at age twenty, Robert Robinson soon Tune: NETTLETON 8.7.8.7.D.
became a Calvinistic Methodist preacher and later gained great John Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, 1813

popudarity. The melody, associated with this text since 1813, is
an American folk tune.
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Time of Prayer

Email or call the church office or pastor with prayer requests. There is also a basket on
the table in the lobby where you can put your written requests. Please indicate whether
you would like your request to be private to the pastor and/or prayer circle or to be public
in the newsletter or worship service.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. &not into
temptation. But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and
the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

The Holy One has shaped creation so that every need may be met, love may abound, and
we might be strengthened in community with one another. Let us demonstrate our
participation in the kin-dom of God through worshipping the Holy One through the
giving of all our gifts.

Offertory

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to
make a financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can
send checks to P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406
or use the corresponding QR codes.

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations:
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**Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” NCH #780

Blessings abound where’er Christ reigns.
The prisoners leap to lose their chains.
The weary find eternal rest,

And all who suffer want are blest.
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Praise God from whom all  bless-ings flow; Praise God, all crea-tures here be-low;
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Praise God a-bove, you heaven-ly host: Praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Prayer
Lord of comfort and Lord of joy we are thankful for the gifts that you have given
to us: material gifts as well as gifts of friendship, of family, and of hope. We ask
that you would look upon us and the gifts that we bring today, and bless these gifts
so that they may bring comfort and joy to those in our midst and those outside of
our doors. Lord, we confess we do not know what our futures hold, but we trust in
you whatever may come. May we love you and do your will always. Amen

**Closing Hymn “Bind Us Together” On Screen
By Isaac Wardell

Benediction

**Sending Song “O Happy Day, That Fixed My Choice” UMH #391 vs.1 & 4
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L. hap - py  day, that fixed my choice on thee, my
2. O hap - py bond, that seals my vows to him who
3. It’s done: the  great trams - ac - tion’s donel 1  am the
4 Now rest, my long - di -vid - ed heart, fixed on this
5.High heaven, that heard the sol - emn  vow, that vow re
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Sav - jor and my God! Well may this glow - ing
mer - its all  my love! Let cheer - ful an - thems
Lord’s and he is mine; he drew ime and I
bliss - ful cen - ter, rest. Here have 1 found a
newed shall dai - ly hear, wll in life’s lat - est:
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heart re - joice, and tell its rap -tures all a - broad.
fill his house, while to that sa - credshrine I  move.
fol-lowed on, charmedto con - fess the voice di - vine.
no - bler part; hereheaven-ly  plea -sures fill my breast.
hour 1 bow and bless in death a bond so  dear
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WORDS: Philip. Doddridge, 1755; refrain from Wesleyan Sacred Harp, 1854 (2 Chr. 15:15)
MUSIC: Anon.; refrain attr. to Edward F. Rimbault, 1854

Postlude

Acknowledgments

HAPPY DAY

LM with Refrain

Some of the liturgy is inspired by Psalm 20. All music is part of the public domain or is used with permission by St
James Music Press, license No. 29302; OneLicense, license No. A-727303; and CCLI, license No. 23172435A.
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Participating in Today’s Service:

DAdKGISROMICK. gt .0y L ), e .o 1o o iy s s o 00 Worship Leader
GR@e Yoe yaiinz. oo, AR B RREN v ypiiec o, AR B IR EE: Ynergint. . AR08 Lay Reader
Linda Larson, Linda Redding..............cccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiciie e Ushers
AnpelCdrtez.Lily-Bearlandse-SoiFl e R, | el o S i st Acolytes
/0 TR ok JUE () - i scovs e S J0 ) - R o Accompanist/Music Director
b S Bra e i W 3 (I SR e aiting e T R RO el e T Nursery
Besmyartdees VoY BECIe? $3 mmer mai e LS. e mme e e 1 3 Sunday School
Hank Branom £:5:1 4 c: s cosin i borom £ B aBrbi oo g b hootdh 4ot S50 s B i A/V Tech
Doris Motley, Susan Thomas, Heather Weibel ...............ccccecvvennnnnee. Coffee Fellowship
PERGYI FrocpV ariyITShefiE1SE . pel A8 0 0 10 ek s et e A o . Treats
110K dppeBtEaroliShiplowr L. 355 S8ee. o LR A0S S UCC Tellers
Rosemary Neilsen, Jeanne NoObbS ...........ccccceveviiieiciiieeiiicciee e, Christ UMC Tellers

Church Office

(406) 453-4316

greatfallsucc@gmail.com
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 A.M.-3:30 P.M.

To get in touch with Pastor Laura:
pastor@unitedspiritcc.org or (605) 661-4424.
Open office hours are Wednesdays from 1:00-2:00 P.M.
and Thursdays from 9:00-10:00 A.M.

L.
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