Montana - N. Wyoming Conference
United Church of Christ

CONFERENCE NEWS

Together in Spirit - November 5, 2026

TJoin the ECOT conversation on Zoom...
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ECOT Conversation on Zoom

By Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Tony Clark

Dear Folks:




Below you will find a letter from Rev. Bob Thompson, President of Faithful
and Welcoming Churches. I've been working with Rev. Thompson and my
colleagues in the Dakotas, Nebraska, Southern Wyoming, and Eastern
Colorado to develop space for more conservative people in the UCC to meet
and have conversation. We will be meeting online on Saturday, November 7 to
worship, pray and listen to one another. Since our retreat had to move to a
zoom only gathering there is no charge for participating in this event. We
welcome you to join us online this Saturday, November 7 from 9-4 on zoom.

Please register ahead with zoom for the meeting link.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/UVe9puanSY-
NByMEqXe8Ng#/registration

In Peace and Prayer,

Pastor Tony

ECOT in the Plains - Conservative Congregations in the UCC: A chance to
meet and interact with other members from churches in the Great Plains.
Special Guest: Rev. Bob Thompson, retired UCC pastor, President of
Faithful and Welcoming churches in the UCC, radio commentator.
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https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U7Rbu1Q2EvIGOsaZKpcuXqbQjvWSRZOXKlE8fSSW1E6zm0U8Gq62LItQzwRvqy6nmohUXF1FWHWaQ5OiM9ZxTAeeDp3tt8Oul-w3_Df4Jz9A6yqmScaSpNQwz8z3b24xp894tz39ybUyGdqZw3hQS9JbMZDmeZ6nzBNIK4mfoXA98UUo541IRo50qvYkrsnFfZwZO1Q2gulHiaY9cQrMSlGeHfb-PkwpRayDaksZqA8=&c=Vd6rQfTP-u2p2h_yW8TjRhadEEnhFtPC8p9YQRm0Spzwypo21_Vflg==&ch=rkiDNxKTj9rC6j65iTwI21KwGOUjI-LJLzGEnj1WPDq_0A34KDQkXw==

Your Conference Ministers have invited my wife, Linda, and me to join you
for a weekend at Placerville Camp near Rapid City, South Dakota, November
6-8. We represent Faithful and Welcoming Churches (FWC) of the UCC, a
network of ECOTs—Evangelical, Conservative, Orthodox, or Traditional

pastors, churches, and laity.

This gathering will be a “first” in the UCC. We have previously held events
for UCC ECOTs and facilitated conversations among them, but this is the
first such gathering initiated by Conference staff. Tony Clark, Roberto
Ochoa, and Erin Gilmore are among a growing number of UCC Conference and
Association leaders who are reaching out intentionally to their ECOT pastors
and churches. They are communicating something important: when we say
"everyone's welcome” in the UCC, we really do mean everyone—including those
whose theological, cultural, or political perspectives may differ from the
denomination's more progressive voices.

Our UCC General Minister and President, Karen Georgia Thompson, has also
initiated a series of conversations called "A Tent of Our Own Making.” She
has emphasized that the UCC's theological diversity is not simply part of our

past or an ideal we hope someday to achieve. It is “already here." The

question is how we live faithfully together within that diversity.

That is part of what we hope to explore at Placerville.

The goal of the retfreat is to identify, support, and build relationships among
ECOTs in the Plains states. We'd like to get to know you, hear your
experiences and concerns, and learn what it is like for you fo live out your
faith and ministry within the UCC. Linda and I will also share some of what
we have learned as we have navigated the dual identity of being both UCC
and ECOT for almost fifty years. Together, we can talk about strategies,



https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U7Rbu1Q2EvIGOsaZKpcuXqbQjvWSRZOXKlE8fSSW1E6zm0U8Gq62LCcnMgxnezvBNbBgQxIPoWYoBueK0w6x46aUBq_P8slRNfZ89u5cV37a_iG2PJnvAvv4diHUxRO0tNdG01ofpInONa1WQAeverISBPlQgvRqwO6C6DQ7M3M=&c=Vd6rQfTP-u2p2h_yW8TjRhadEEnhFtPC8p9YQRm0Spzwypo21_Vflg==&ch=rkiDNxKTj9rC6j65iTwI21KwGOUjI-LJLzGEnj1WPDq_0A34KDQkXw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U7Rbu1Q2EvIGOsaZKpcuXqbQjvWSRZOXKlE8fSSW1E6zm0U8Gq62LKbP3jZJUfRgy5EAps1Q5fkXUS0SnSWNzl8zqI1T1jw93kARCbb1DST-hT0qQEq8rJgtVatQVqXidBAelOh4Tt_1ul3yBVybK8GQtKTLGbUuc5gGrBVvSnc_PxVEpm86x1ZTxWjfEzPQTfaf-0BjGUPxOhBv5Lw0K8RSvYcC_IKAlGWeIWGlCzd9TJeyANFE3SNOanYS1nZsp13vKCWTYQd7Nfk8s5XZnuUnNv2INgVxO2l73u7Xnc3uU38QaJVupQ==&c=Vd6rQfTP-u2p2h_yW8TjRhadEEnhFtPC8p9YQRm0Spzwypo21_Vflg==&ch=rkiDNxKTj9rC6j65iTwI21KwGOUjI-LJLzGEnj1WPDq_0A34KDQkXw==

perspectives, and relationships that might help all of us.

We want this to be a conversation, not simply a presentation. We want to
listen as much as we talk. Whether or not you are ECOT or plan to join us at
Placerville, if you have questions, concerns, or suggestions about how we
might best use our time together, please email me at RDBobT@gmail.com.

Bob Thompson, President

Faithful and Welcoming Churches

Worden Qel‘h(eltem Congregalional Church
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PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRiST

We are planning to celebrate the 65th
anniversary of our church’s
establishment in 1961!


https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U7Rbu1Q2EvIGOsaZKpcuXqbQjvWSRZOXKlE8fSSW1E6zm0U8Gq62LDNxWSoX6azkfoKBE9hoDxUisteQdvHVp0IU9JOmyUhDqN18SFEZd00sWXGHlGhyTqeHysdN1CaYG-_0zw_uAP--krE7QsVmY6szUCC4l9NN&c=Vd6rQfTP-u2p2h_yW8TjRhadEEnhFtPC8p9YQRm0Spzwypo21_Vflg==&ch=rkiDNxKTj9rC6j65iTwI21KwGOUjI-LJLzGEnj1WPDq_0A34KDQkXw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U7Rbu1Q2EvIGOsaZKpcuXqbQjvWSRZOXKlE8fSSW1E6zm0U8Gq62LDNxWSoX6azkfoKBE9hoDxUisteQdvHVp0IU9JOmyUhDqN18SFEZd00sWXGHlGhyTqeHysdN1CaYG-_0zw_uAP--krE7QsVmY-Oc5AcaL_ck&c=Vd6rQfTP-u2p2h_yW8TjRhadEEnhFtPC8p9YQRm0Spzwypo21_Vflg==&ch=rkiDNxKTj9rC6j65iTwI21KwGOUjI-LJLzGEnj1WPDq_0A34KDQkXw==
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65™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
of Service and Community
at
PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL UCC,
BOZEMAN

1901 - 2020

WHEN: SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15
WHERE: 2118 S. THIRD AVE

BOZEMAN MONTANA \_\
WORSHIP AT 10 AM | ONLINE AND IN PERSON 7} ;_v,-:‘*__;
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with dedication of \
The Rev. Glover and Mary Wagner Solar Panel Legacy X

Project
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Followed by a reception, slideshow, and optional <Q92
participation in a legacy photo. N
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https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U7Rbu1Q2EvIGOsaZKpcuXqbQjvWSRZOXKlE8fSSW1E6zm0U8Gq62LDNxWSoX6azkfoKBE9hoDxUisteQdvHVp0IU9JOmyUhDqN18SFEZd00sWXGHlGhyTqeHysdN1CaYG-_0zw_uAP--krE7QsVmY0fNxsDIe4nY&c=Vd6rQfTP-u2p2h_yW8TjRhadEEnhFtPC8p9YQRm0Spzwypo21_Vflg==&ch=rkiDNxKTj9rC6j65iTwI21KwGOUjI-LJLzGEnj1WPDq_0A34KDQkXw==
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|1 OF COMING TOGETHER

Monday, Novembe[ﬁ- Oth |8:00 PM Eastern
X

MAKING

Thursday, November 12t

Rev. Tyler Ung Rev. Kaji Spellman Dousa Khaleigh Laicher Amanda Knittel Herman
Senior Minister, Pastor, Park Avenue Children’s and Youth Lay-pastor Master of Divinity Student &
Umstead Park UCC Christion Church First Congregational Church of Director of Children's Ministry,
Greenwich, CT, St John's UCC in Mokena, llinois
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Rev. Dr. Tony Clark - Conference Minister
Jennifer Penfield - Administrator & Registrar

Patty Martinson - Administrative Assistant

Address - 2016 Alderson Ave, Billings MT 59102
Website - www.mnweuce.org

Contact Us! - ucc@mnweuce.org
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