“Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:9 NIV

Gathering Music

Greeting and Announcements

Prayer and Transition to Worship

Prelude “Oceans (with Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus)” arr. Victor Labenske

Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 136 The Passion Translation)
One: Let us thank God, for the Holy One is good and easy to please!
Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever!

One: Let us give thanks to the Spirit who makes all things new!
Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever!

One: Praise the creative Spirit who fuels our imaginations!
Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever!

One: Praise God who gives us hope for the future!

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever!

One: Let us praise God who refreshes our minds with truth and love!
Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever!

One: Praise God who came and walked among us!

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever!

One: Praise God whose Spirit dwells within us!

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever!

Opening Song “For the Healing of the Nations” UMH #428
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1. For the heal - ing of the na-tions, Lord, we pray with
2.Lead us for - ward in - to free-dom; from de - spair your
3. All that kills a - bun-dant liv- ing, let it from the
4. You, Cre - a - tor God, have writ-ten your great name on
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one ac-cord; for a just and e- qualshar-ing  of the things that
world re-lease, that, re-deemed from war and ha-tred, all may come and
earth be banned; pride of sta - tus, race, or school-ing, dog-mas that ob -
hu- man-kind; for ourgrow- ing in your like-ness bring the life of
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earth af- fords; to a life of love in ac-tion help us
go in peace. Show us how through care andgood-ness fear will
scure your plan. In ourcom- mon quest for jus-tice may we
Christ to mind, that by our re - sponse and ser- vice earth its
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rise and pledge our word, (pledge our word) help us rise and pledge our word.

die and hope in-crease, (hope in-crease) fear willdie and hope in-crease.

hal-low life’s brief span, (life’s brief span) may we hal-low life’s brief span.
des-ti - ny may find, (may find) earth its des- ti - ny may find.
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WORDS: Fred Kaan, 1965 (Rev. 21:1-22:5) CWM RHONDDA
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 87.87.87

Words © 1968 Hope Publishing Co



Opening Prayer
Oh Great One, our help for ages past, our hope for years to come, we come before you this
morning, letting go of all that hinders our walk with Christ to embrace the purity of your
love. Encourage us in this hour to believe that you are faithful, that what you did
yesterday, you can do today and tomorrow also. We are safe in your loving care—just as
our ancestors were, just as our children will be. Yesterday, today, and forever, Christ is,
was, and will be our hope and home, Amen.

Hymn of Praise “Forward Through the Ages” NCH #377 verses 1-2
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1 For - ward through the a - ges, in un-bro-ken line,
2 Wide grows God’s do - min - ion, reign of love and peace;
3 Not a - lone we con - quer, not a - lone we fall;
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move the faith - ful spit -~ its at the call di - vine;
for it we must la - bor till ali striv-ings cease.
in each loss or tri - umph, lose or tri-umph all,
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Gifts in dif - fering mea - sure, hearts of one ac - cord,
Proph-ets have pro - claimed it, teach-ers tes - ti - fied,
Bound by God’s far pur - pose in one liv-ing whole,
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man - i - fold in ser - vice, one the sure re - ward.
po - ets sung its glo - 1y, mar-tyrs for it died.
move we on to - geth -~ er to the shin-ing  goal.
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Frederick Hosmer, educated at Harvard and ordained to the Tune: ST, GERTRUDE 6.5.6.5.D. with refrain
Unitarian ministry, served Congregational and Unitarian Arthur 8. Sullivan, 1871
churches throughoult the country. He was known for his concern

for social issues, his service book for Sunday schools, and his

lectures on hymnology.
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Scripture Reading John 16:12-15 NIV
One: I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is
from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is
mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.

Many: In these ancient words, let us hear the living voice of God today.

Sermon “Discerning God’s Voice”

Time of Prayer
Email or call the church office or pastor with prayer requests. There is also a basket on the table
in the lobby where you can put your written requests. Please indicate whether you would like
your request to be private to the pastor and/or prayer circle or to be public in the newsletter or
worship service. You were given an index card when you walked into the service. At the end
of the sermon, Pastor Laura will have you each write a few words on the card before bringing
it forward during communion. Stay tuned for details.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Communion “No Other People’s Children” Elizabeth Alexander
Chancel Choir



This is God’s open house, so all are welcome at the table. Ushers will invite you forward.
Gluten-free bread is available—just ask. The wine is actually grape juice. You may dip your
bread in the wine, er, grape juice, (Try not to dip your fingers too!), or take a small cup and

after drinking place it in the bowls at the end of the front benches.

“The Spirit and the [church] say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one
who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.”
Revelations 22:17 NIV

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Invitation to the Offering
One: God’s faithful generosity throughout the ages inspires us to action. Let us take the advice
of the Apostle John and remember:

Many: “We know love by this, that Jesus laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers and sisters. But whoever has worldly goods and sees their
brother or sister in need, and closes their heart against them, how does the love of God
remain in that person? Little children, let’s not love with word or with tongue, but in deed
and truth.” I John 3:16 -18, adapted

Offertory “Take My Life and Let it Be” Henri AC Malan
arr. Victor Labenske

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a
financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks
to P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes.

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations:

£ }lg‘_*-@@

4

Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” NCH #780

Blessings abound where’er Christ reigns.
The prisoners leap to lose their chains.
The weary find eternal rest,

And all who suffer want are blest.
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Praise God from whom all  bless-ings flow; Praise God, all crea-tures here be-low;
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Praise God a-bove, you heaven-ly host: Praise Fa-ther,Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Prayer

Gracious and generous God, the ever-faithful one, we acknowledge that we often sin
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves, yet in your mercy you freely grant us eternal life. Scripture promises us that
where sin abounds, your grace abounds all the more. So we gladly leave all that harms to
follow you. We confidently bring our gifts before you, asking you to bless these resources
to provide for the needy, prosper the poor, comfort the scared and weeping, and refresh
the exhausted. For the sake of the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.
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Closing Hymn “Cornerstone” On Screen
By Hillsong Worship

Benediction

Sending Song “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” NCH #77 vs. 1
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I Lord, dis - miss us with your bless - ing; fill  our hearts with
2 We give thanks and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel's
3 So that when your love shall call us,  Sav - ior, from the
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joy and peace: Let us each  your love pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound: May the  fruits of your sal - va - tion
world a - way, Fear of death  shall not ap - pall us,
DR e e e e e
I 1 1] = = 1 i T
1 ~ S — I e 1
e P
L 1 ﬁ q S == | |
ANV ‘
: ST e
tri - umph in re - deem-ing grace: Oh, re - fresh us,
in  our hearts and lives a - bound: Ev - er faith - ful,
glad your sum - mons o o - bey: May we ev - er,
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oh, re - fresh us, trav - eling  through this wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful 1o the truth  may we  be found.
may  we ev - er live with  you in end - less day.
= = ﬂ—D—t:EEe_ —
e 7 o 18 o e —
b ¢ o | = | } 1 i E | = | = ¢ | | : 1
| 1 | | | g |
Influenced by George Whitefield's preaching, John Fawcett Tune: SICILIAN MARINERS 8.7.8.7.8.7.

joined the Baptist church, and served as minister in Wainsgate,
England, for fifty-four vears. Yielding to the persuasion of his
parishioners, he declined invitations 1o move elsewhere. He
wrote more than 160 hymns.

Sicilian melody, 18th century
The European Magazine and Review, /792



Postlude “In Christ Alone (My Hope is Found)” arr. Tom Fettke
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The benediction is adapted from Henri-Frédéric Amiel (Swiss Philosopher, 1821 — 1881) as translated in Amiel's
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