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“Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:9 NIV 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Greeting and Announcements 

 

Prayer and Transition to Worship 

 

Prelude “Oceans (with Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus)” arr. Victor Labenske 

 

Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 136 The Passion Translation) 

One: Let us thank God, for the Holy One is good and easy to please! 

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever! 

One: Let us give thanks to the Spirit who makes all things new! 

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever! 

One: Praise the creative Spirit who fuels our imaginations! 

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever! 

One: Praise God who gives us hope for the future! 

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever! 

One: Let us praise God who refreshes our minds with truth and love! 

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever! 

One: Praise God who came and walked among us! 

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever! 

One: Praise God whose Spirit dwells within us! 

Many: God’s tender love for us continues on forever! 

 

Opening Song “For the Healing of the Nations” UMH #428 
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Opening Prayer 

Oh Great One, our help for ages past, our hope for years to come, we come before you this 

morning, letting go of all that hinders our walk with Christ to embrace the purity of your 

love. Encourage us in this hour to believe that you are faithful, that what you did 

yesterday, you can do today and tomorrow also. We are safe in your loving care—just as 

our ancestors were, just as our children will be. Yesterday, today, and forever, Christ is, 

was, and will be our hope and home, Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise “Forward Through the Ages” NCH #377 verses 1-2 



4  

 



5  

 

Scripture Reading John 16:12-15 NIV 

One: I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of 

truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 

only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is 

from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is 

mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you. 

Many: In these ancient words, let us hear the living voice of God today. 

 

Sermon “Discerning God’s Voice” 

 

Time of Prayer 

Email or call the church office or pastor with prayer requests. There is also a basket on the table 

in the lobby where you can put your written requests. Please indicate whether you would like 

your request to be private to the pastor and/or prayer circle or to be public in the newsletter or 

worship service. You were given an index card when you walked into the service. At the end 

of the sermon, Pastor Laura will have you each write a few words on the card before bringing 

it forward during communion. Stay tuned for details. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Communion “No Other People’s Children” Elizabeth Alexander 

Chancel Choir 
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This is God’s open house, so all are welcome at the table. Ushers will invite you forward. 

Gluten-free bread is available—just ask. The wine is actually grape juice. You may dip your 

bread in the wine, er, grape juice, (Try not to dip your fingers too!), or take a small cup and 

after drinking place it in the bowls at the end of the front benches. 

 

“The Spirit and the [church] say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one 

who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.” 

Revelations 22:17 NIV 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Invitation to the Offering 

One: God’s faithful generosity throughout the ages inspires us to action. Let us take the advice 

of the Apostle John and remember: 

 

Many: “We know love by this, that Jesus laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers and sisters. But whoever has worldly goods and sees their 

brother or sister in need, and closes their heart against them, how does the love of God 

remain in that person? Little children, let’s not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 

and truth.” I John 3:16 -18, adapted 

 

Offertory “Take My Life and Let it Be”  Henri AC Malan 

arr. Victor Labenske 

 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks 

to P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 

 

Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” NCH #780 

 

Blessings abound where’er Christ reigns. 

The prisoners leap to lose their chains. 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all who suffer want are blest. 
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Prayer 

Gracious and generous God, the ever-faithful one, we acknowledge that we often sin 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves, yet in your mercy you freely grant us eternal life. Scripture promises us that 

where sin abounds, your grace abounds all the more. So we gladly leave all that harms to 

follow you. We confidently bring our gifts before you, asking you to bless these resources 

to provide for the needy, prosper the poor, comfort the scared and weeping, and refresh 

the exhausted. For the sake of the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn “Cornerstone” 

By Hillsong Worship 

On Screen 

Benediction 

Sending Song 

 

 
“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 

 

 
NCH #77 vs. 1 
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Postlude “In Christ Alone (My Hope is Found)” arr. Tom Fettke 
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