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Thank you for participating in worship with United Spirit Community Church, 

a federation of Christ United Methodist Church and First Congregational 

United Church of Christ. We hope you experience God’s presence in 

the service today and carry God’s peace with you throughout your week. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Greeting and Announcements 

 

Prayer and Transition to Worship 

 

Prelude “Praise to the Lord Almighty”  William Kirkpatrick 

Arr. Victor Labenske 

Call to Worship 

One: Children of the Holy One, why do you gather this morning? 

Many: We gather to worship our God, the creator of wisdom. We hope in doing so, to 

become wise. 

One: How will God’s wisdom instruct you? 

Many: We will learn to expertly discern what is good, admit our mistakes quickly, and 

know our God deeply. We will surround ourselves with good counsel. We will use our 

resources well and build a solid foundation for the future. God’s wisdom will shift our 

perspective, instruct us to do justice, empower us to carry Christ’s name with honor, and 

set us free. We will be peace-loving, considerate, merciful, and submissive. We will 

produce much good fruit. 

One: Disciples of Christ, God is good. Together let us worship our God who gives wisdom to 

all who ask. 

 

Opening Song “Morning Has Broken” UMH #145 
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Opening Prayer 

Holy One, Ancient One, you are the great one! Scripture says your ways are higher than 

our ways and your thoughts are higher than our thoughts. This morning, we gather to 

learn your ways and to learn to think like you. Give us courage to give up short-term 

comfort for long-term good. Help us consider the good of all and not just the pleasure of 

ourselves. For the sake of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, we pray, amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” NCH #4 
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Scripture Reading Proverbs 24:3-4 NRSV 

One: By wisdom a house is built, 

Many: and by understanding it is established; 

One: by knowledge the rooms are filled 

Many: with all precious and pleasant riches. 

Matthew 7:24-29 NRSV 

One: Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 

house, 

Many: but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 

One: And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a 

foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house, and it fell— 

Many: and great was its fall! 

 

All: In these ancient words, let us hear the living word of God today. 

 

Sermon “More Tidbits of Wisdom” 

Time of Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Offering 

One: Though sometimes provision seems scarce, abundant life surrounds us. God gives, and 

gives, and gives life to us and every creature. We have the opportunity to give as God gives and 

to receive and enjoy the freedom of generosity. Let us always remember: 

Many: “One person gives freely, yet gains more; another withholds what is right, only to 

become poor. A generous person will be enriched, and the one who gives a drink of water 

will receive water.” Proverbs 11:24-25 CSB 

Offertory “I Know Whom I Have Believed” James McGranahan 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks 

to P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 
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Doxology “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” UMH #64 v. 4 
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Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious God, we freely give to our community the gifts you’ve given to us. We look 

beyond our own pleasures, so that there is enough to feed the hungry, care for the sick, 

and clothe the naked. Multiply our gifts, so that all might be blessed. For the sake of the 

coming of the kingdom of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Closing Hymn “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky” NCH #563 
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Benediction 

 

Sending Song “Go Forth For God” UMH #670 vs. 3 
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Postlude “Come Thou Almighty King” Felice de Giadini 

 

Acknowledgments 

Liturgy inspired by 1 Corinthians 1, Isaiah 55, and James 3:13-17. The benediction is cited 

from https://jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/2012/09/19/wisdom-call-to-worship-prayers/. 

Pastor Laura often quotes from the NIV translation when preaching. It may be impossible 

while listening to differentiate between what is paraphrased and what is quoted. 

All music is part of the public domain or is used with permission by St James Music Press, 

license No. 29302; OneLicense, license No. A-727303; and CCLI, license No. 23172435A. 
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