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October 4, 2026 

World Communion 

Worship Service 

10:00 A.M.  
 

 

Worship Leader:  

Pastor Laura Ymker 
 

Lay Reader: Lila Byers 

Ushers: Lee & Chris Ebeling 

Communion: Lois Baker, Nancy Dallmann, Jenn & Zurie Goss 

Accompanist/Music Director: Melissa Gilbert 

Nursery: May Harris, Sue Turton 

Sunday School: Janet Koostra 

Fellowship: Bill Tiskus, Heather Weibel 

Treats: Sandy Nicolai, Melissa Zimmer 

A/V Tech: Hank Branom 

UCC Tellers: Carol Shipley, Ed Venetz 

Christ UMC Tellers: Rosemary Neilsen, Jeanne Nobbs 
 
 

 

The service will be live-streamed on both church Facebook pages and a recording of the 

livestream will be available on YouTube later in the day and on the United Spirit website. 
 

 

 

Join Us this Thursday! 

“Justice Isn’t Blind: Race and Inequality in the Federal Criminal Justice System” 
 

Sponsored by the Progressive Ministerial Association 

Presented by Hank Branom, Criminal Defense Attorney 

United Spirit Community Church: October 1, 7:00-8:30 P.M. 
 

 

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers  
 

† Rose Storle is home and continues to recover from hip surgery.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 
This past Sunday we asked ourselves what we would like our children 

to solve or heal in this world that we have been unable to solve or heal 

ourselves. During prayer, I had you write down something you would like 

to see them change in our world and throw it into the plate during offering. 

Let us pray for peace, kindness, and truth to abound. For the creativity of souls created in the 

image of God to prosper over the efficiency of technology. Let us pray for the healing of our 

bodies and minds. Watch the video of the service here.  
 

This coming week we will be exploring what we would like to leave behind that was given to us 

by previous generations. What do we cling to because we were told it was “right” but somehow still 

seems to contradict what we hear the Spirit speaking to us? What “new wine” are we trying to put into 

“old wineskins”? 
 

May you be ever aware of God’s presence this week. Everywhere you go, may you know that you 

know that you know God is there to protect and help you. 
 

Pastor Laura 
 

 

Christian Education News   
 

October 4 is Communion Sunday. Children K-5th grade will begin in 

Sunday School, then join their families for the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Our nursery staff caregiver, May Harris will provide child care 

for little ones through age 5. She will have a volunteer as her helper this week.  
 

News from the Nursery 
 

We are still looking for a few folks to volunteer in the nursery while we hire new staff. Please talk 

to Janet Koostra or any member of the Christian Education Board (Cara Dunn, Erin Borland, 

Caroline Houtz, Dean Jardee, Melissa Zimmer) if you can help. Thank you! 
 

 

 

Dennis Dell and the Facilities Committee  would like to thank 

Dick Kloppel, Sue Skees, and Donna Williams for helping 

Dennis assemble 20 new chairs in the choir room.  Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

Music in the News 
 

You can quickly find October 4’s music on YouTube: 
 

• “For the Healing of the Nations” in the United Methodist Hymnal #428  
 

• “Forward Through the Ages” in the New Century Hymnal #377 verses 1-2  
 

• The doxology will be Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, two verses. First a 

version that is new to us (but around 300 years old) then #780 in the New Century Hymnal. 
 

• “Cornerstone” by Hillsong, words on the screen and in the insert.  
 

• “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” in the New Century Hymnal #77 vs. 1  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/greatfallsucc/videos/september-27-2026-worship-uscc/2209455253342267/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=MHzEnOzucjvLEwRp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OYkDJwqwb0&list=RD_OYkDJwqwb0&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Io2EmMqLiMw&list=RDIo2EmMqLiMw&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvLxZEU02uI&list=RDQvLxZEU02uI&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOvqygqlJzg&list=RDsOvqygqlJzg&start_radio=1


 

A Sure Foundation 
 

A reflection on A Sure Foundation, the UCC’s handbook for  

relationships between pastors and congregations 
 

Covenant is central to the UCC’s organizational structure. Its Manual on Ministry describes covenant 

as “the commitment of God to God’s people, of the people to God, of the people to one another as the 

Body of Christ.” In the UCC ministerial code, I covenant with God, myself and family, the UCC, my 

ministry setting, and all ministers. Relying on God’s grace, I make seven promises to each of these 

parties. You should know that in her relationship with the United Church of Christ, your pastor 

has agreed to: 

1. Actively participate in the covenantal life and work of all settings of the United Church of 

Christ. 

2. Adhere to all requirements for maintaining ministerial standing as set forth by my Association, 

and abide by the terms of my call agreements and covenants with energy and vitality. 

3. Seek the counsel of others, including Conference staff and/or the Association Committee on 

the Ministry, should divisive tensions threaten my relationship with those with whom I 

minister. 

4. Serve as an ambassador for the United Church of Christ, and participate in activities that 

strengthen its mission, vision, and purpose. 

5. Advocate for fair standards of compensation for all ordained and lay employees of the Church, 

and honor the search and call process of the United Church of Christ. 

6. Seek to know, understand, and respect the diversity of opinions and people within the United 

Church of Christ, affirming that all settings of the UCC speak to the church and not for it. 

7. Encourage and participate in the evaluation of my ministry, understanding and demonstrating 

that ministry is of and for the Church as it seeks to advance God’s mission in the world. 
 

 

Fishing for Volunteers 
 

Hey all you FISH volunteers!   United Spirit Community Church's next turn to 

work together at the FISH Food Pantry is October 19-23 from 9:00-11:00 A.M.  If 

you'd like to volunteer and distribute food to families in need, please call Carol Davidson at (406) 

836-1862. Thank you so much if you can help! 
 

 

Veteran’s Day Spaghetti Dinner 
November 11, 2026 

5:00-7:00 P.M. 

$15.00/person 

$30.00/family 

Tickets are available from  

Carolyn Dowdy or Jeanne Nobbs 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Coming Up 
 

Thursday, October 1 

  8:00 A.M. Pray with the Pastor, Sanctuary 

  9-10 A.M.  Pastor Laura Office Hours 

   7:00 P.M. Blind Justice, Sanctuary  

Sunday, October 4 

  9:15 A.M. Fellowship Board Meeting 

  9:15 A.M. Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 A.M. Worship with Communion 

11:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship 

Monday, October 5 

 12:00 P.M.  Christian Service Meeting (note time change to 12:00 P.M.) 

   5:30 P.M. Pray with the Pastor, Sanctuary 

   7:00 P.M. Stewardship Board, Zoom 

Wednesday, October 7 

10:00 A.M. Bridge Returns!  SS Wing 

10:00 A.M. Bible Study, Parlor 

 12:30 P.M. Pray with the Pastor, Sanctuary 

     1-2 P.M. Pastor Laura Office Hours 

   1:30 P.M. Pinochle, Fellowship Hall 

   6:00 P.M. Youth Group  

   6:00 P.M. Handbells 

   7:15 P.M. Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, October 8 

  8:00 A.M. Pray with the Pastor, Sanctuary 

  9-10 A.M.  Pastor Laura Office Hours 

 12:00 P.M. Facilities Committee 

   6:30 P.M. Christian Education Board 


