United Spirit Community Church
A federation of Christ United Methodist Church
and First Congregational United Church of Christ

Blessing of the Animals
August 30, 2026

Thank you for participating in worship with United Spirit Community Church, a federation of
Christ United Methodist Church and First Congregational United Church of Christ. We hope you
feel the presence of God during this service and carry that peace throughout your week.

Gathering Music

Greeting and Announcements
Prayer and Transition to Worship
Prelude

Call to Worship

Leader: Children of the Holy One, what do you have to say this morning?

All: Baah! Moo! Woof! Woof! Meow!

Leader: No, not you! I’d like to know why those who speak English are here.

Many: To listen to the animals and share them with our friends, to soak in the sun, or
rather, gather in the shade.

Leader: Is that all you have come for?

All: Oh, dear! Pardon us! Of course, we’ve gathered to worship our God, the creator of
wisdom, and trees, and puppies.

Leader: Children of God, masterpieces of God’s creation, let us worship our God who delights
in the goodness of creation.

Opening Song “Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom” UMH #508
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1. Faith, while trees are still in blos - som, plans the
2.Long be - fore the dawn is break - ing, faith an -
3.Long be - fore the rains were com - ing, No - ah
4.Faith, up - lift - ed, tamed the wa - ter of the
5.Faith be - lieves that God is faith - ful: God will
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pick-ing of the fruit; faith can feel the thrill of
tic - i - pates the sun. Faith is ea - ger for the
went and built an ark. A - bra - ham, the lone -ly
un - di -vid - ed sea, and the peo - ple of the
be what God will be! Faith ac - cepts the call, re -
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har - vest when the buds be - gin to sprout.
day - light, for the work that must be done.
mi - grant, saw the light be - yond the dark.
He - brews found the path that made them free.
spond - ing, “I am will - ing, Lord, send me.”
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WORDS: Anders Frostenson, 1960; trans. by Fred Kaan, 1972 (Heb.11) FOR THE BREAD
MUSIC: V. Earle Copes, 1960 87.87

Words © Ansgar Film & Bokproduktion; trans. © 1976 Hope Publishing Co.; music © 1960,
renewed 1988 Hope Publishing Co.

Confession on Behalf of Our Dogs

I understand that the cat is not a squeaky toy, so when I play with him and he makes that
noise, it's usually not a good thing.

A Few Words on Behalf of our Cats

Confession on Behalf of Ourselves
Holy Creator of all life, our human race has often treated your other creatures—and even
our own kind—with carelessness and cruelty. Tune our hearts to the sound of your Spirit.
Open our eyes to see your vision for all creation. Fill our imagination with humility and
compassion until we grasp the width and length and height and depth of your love. For the
sake of Christ, we pray, Amen.



Hymn of Praise “All Things Bright and Beautiful” NCH #31
Unison
Refrain
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All things bright and  beau-ti - ful, all crea-tures great and  small,
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All things wise and  won - der - ful, our dear God made them  all.
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1 Each lit - tle flower that o - pens, each
2 The pur-ple-head-ed  moun-tain, the
3 The coldwindin the win - ter, the

lit - tle bird that sings,
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run - ning by,
pleas-ant sum -mer
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God made their glow-ing  col - ors, and made their ti - ny wings.
The sun-set, and the morn - ing that bright-ens up the sky.
The ripe fruits in the gar - den, God made themev-ery one.
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This hymn for children is based on the first article of the
Apostles’ Creed: “Maker of heaven and earth.” The English
hymnwriter Cecil Frances Alexander was married to William
Alexander, who became bishop of Ireland.
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Tune: ROYAL OAK 7.6.7.6. with refrain

English melody
Adapt. Martin Shaw, 1915



The Prayer of the Goat
Lord, let me live as I will!
I need a little wild freedom,
a little giddiness of heart,
the strange taste of unknown flowers.
For whom else are Your mountains?
Your snow wind? These springs?
The sheep do not understand.
They graze and graze,
all of them, and always in the same direction
and then eternally
chew the cud of their insipid routine.
But I — I love to bound to the heart of all
Your marvels,
leap Your chasms,
and my mouth stuffed with intoxicating grasses,
quiver with an adventurer's delight
on the summit of the world! Amen.

Scripture Reading Matthew 15:21-28 NRSV

One: Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting,

Many: “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”

One: But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.”

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

But she came and knelt before him, saying,

Many: “Lord, help me.”

One: He answered, “It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs.”

She said,

Many: “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.”

One: Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And her daughter was healed instantly.

Many: In these ancient words, let us hear the living word of God today.
Sermon “The Widening of Our Mercy”

Children’s Message “The Peaceable Kingdom ™

Blessing of the Animals

Sending Song “Be Now My Vision” NCH #451 vs. 2
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1 Be now my vi - sion, O God of my heart;
2 Be now my wis - dom, and be my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 need not, nor life’s emp -ty  praise,
4 Sov-ereign of heav - en, my vic - to - ry won,
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noth-ing sur - pass - es the love you im - part—
ev - er with - in me, my soul is as - sured;
you, my in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways;
may I reach heaven’s joys, 0 bright heav-en’s  Sun!
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You my  best thought, by day or by night,
Moth -er and Fa - ther, you are both to me,
You and you on - ly are first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev -er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, your pres - ence my light.
now and for - ev - er your child I wil be.
great God, my trea - sure, may we nev - er part.
stil be my vi - sijn, 0] Rul - er of all.
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Dating from the eighth century or earlier, this Irish hymn was
translated into prose by Mary Byrne. It was then versified by Eleanor
Hull, author of several books on Irish literature and history. David
Evans arranged the Irish melody for this text in 1927.

Harmonization Copyright ® 1927, Oxford University Press. From the REVISED CHURCH
HYMNARY, 1927,

Tune: SLANE 10.10.9.10.

Traditional Irish melody
Harm. David Evans, 1927



Time of Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
Leader: Though sometimes provision seems scarce, abundant life surrounds us. God gives, and
gives, and gives life to us and every creature. We have the opportunity to give as God gives, to
receive and enjoy the freedom of generosity. Let us always remember:

All: “One person gives freely, yet gains more; another withholds what is right, only to
become poor. A generous person will be enriched, and the one who gives a drink of water
will receive water.” Proverbs 11:24-25 CSB

Offertory
Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a
financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks
to P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes.

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations:
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Presentation and Doxology lyrics by Amanda Udis-Kessler
Praise Holy Love that lives in all,
Our source, our path, our sacred call.
Enlarge the circle of our care
To bless all people everywhere.

Prayer of Dedication
Generous Giver of Life, we are one small part of your great creation, one tiny part of the
universe you’ve dreamed up. From the bountiful life you’ve given us, we give these gifts to
our community, trusting that they will be enough, and where they fall short, that you will
inspire us to greater generosity. For the sake of the coming of the peaceable kingdom of
Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

Closing Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” NCH #28
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the splen-dor  of the skies,
2 For the won-der of eachhour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of  hu-manlove, broth-er, sis - ter, par-ent, child,
4 For the goodthat love in-spires, for a world where none ex-clude,

For the love which from our birth

Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Friends on  earth, and friends a - bove,

For a  faith that nev -er tires,
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o-ver and a - round us lies,
sun and moon, and stars  of light,
for all gen - tle thoughts and mild,
and for ev - ery heart re-newed,
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Folliott S, Pierpoint, author of numerous hymns, penned these
verses near his native city of Bath, England, on a late spring day

when flowers were in full bloorm and all the earth seemed to refoice.

Benediction

Sending Song

Tune; DIX 7777 with refrain

“God Be With You”

Conrad Kocher, 1838

Adape. William H, Monl, 1861

NCH #81 vs.



Postlude
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1 God be with you till we
2 God be with you till we
3 God be with you till we
4 God be with you till we
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meet a - gain;
meet a- gain;
meet a- gain;
meet a - gain;

Wings of
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By good coun-sel guide, up - hold you,
shel-ter safe - ly hide you,

When life’s per - ils thick con-found you,

Keep love’s ban-ner float-ing o’er you,
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With a  shep-herd’scare en-fold you: God be with you till we meet a-gain.
Dai - ly man -na still pro-vide you: God be with you till we meet a-gain.
Put un - fail - ing arms a-round you: God be with you till we meet a-gain.

Smite death’s threat-ening wave be - fore you:

God be with you till we meet a-gain.
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Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je - sus’ feet;
till we meet, till we meet a - gain, till we meet,
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till we meet,

till we meet,
till we meet, till we meet a - gain,

00

God be with you till we meet a - gain.
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Written during his last pastorate, at First Congregational Church

in Washington, D.C., Jeremiah Rankin’s hymn spread quickly

throughout America and England by way of Moody and

Sankey’s revival meetings. Rankin later served as the seventh

president of Howard University.
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Tune: GOD BE WITH YOU 9.8.8.9. with refrain
William G. Tomer, 1880
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