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August 30, 2026 

United Spirit Community Church 
A federation of Christ United Methodist Church 

and First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Blessing of the Animals 

 
Thank you for participating in worship with United Spirit Community Church, a federation of 

Christ United Methodist Church and First Congregational United Church of Christ. We hope you 

feel the presence of God during this service and carry that peace throughout your week. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Greeting and Announcements 

 

Prayer and Transition to Worship 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Children of the Holy One, what do you have to say this morning? 

All: Baah! Moo! Woof! Woof! Meow! 

Leader: No, not you! I’d like to know why those who speak English are here. 

Many: To listen to the animals and share them with our friends, to soak in the sun, or 

rather, gather in the shade. 

Leader: Is that all you have come for? 

All: Oh, dear! Pardon us! Of course, we’ve gathered to worship our God, the creator of 

wisdom, and trees, and puppies. 

Leader: Children of God, masterpieces of God’s creation, let us worship our God who delights 

in the goodness of creation. 

 

Opening Song “Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom” UMH #508 
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Confession on Behalf of Our Dogs 

I understand that the cat is not a squeaky toy, so when I play with him and he makes that 

noise, it's usually not a good thing. 

A Few Words on Behalf of our Cats 

Confession on Behalf of Ourselves 

Holy Creator of all life, our human race has often treated your other creatures—and even 

our own kind—with carelessness and cruelty. Tune our hearts to the sound of your Spirit. 

Open our eyes to see your vision for all creation. Fill our imagination with humility and 

compassion until we grasp the width and length and height and depth of your love. For the 

sake of Christ, we pray, Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise “All Things Bright and Beautiful” NCH #31 
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The Prayer of the Goat 

Lord, let me live as I will! 

I need a little wild freedom, 

a little giddiness of heart, 

the strange taste of unknown flowers. 

For whom else are Your mountains? 

Your snow wind? These springs? 

The sheep do not understand. 

They graze and graze, 

all of them, and always in the same direction 

and then eternally 

chew the cud of their insipid routine. 

But I – I love to bound to the heart of all 

Your marvels, 

leap Your chasms, 

and my mouth stuffed with intoxicating grasses, 

quiver with an adventurer's delight 

on the summit of the world! Amen. 

Scripture Reading Matthew 15:21-28 NRSV 

One: Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, 

Many: “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 

One: But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her 

away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

But she came and knelt before him, saying, 

Many: “Lord, help me.” 

One: He answered, “It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs.” 

She said, 

Many: “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” 

One: Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 

And her daughter was healed instantly. 

Many: In these ancient words, let us hear the living word of God today. 

 

Sermon  “The Widening of Our Mercy” 

Children’s Message 
 

“The Peaceable Kingdom” 

Blessing of the Animals 

Sending Song 

 

 
“Be Now My Vision” 

 

 
NCH #451 vs. 2 
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Time of Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Leader: Though sometimes provision seems scarce, abundant life surrounds us. God gives, and 

gives, and gives life to us and every creature. We have the opportunity to give as God gives, to 

receive and enjoy the freedom of generosity. Let us always remember: 

 

All: “One person gives freely, yet gains more; another withholds what is right, only to 

become poor. A generous person will be enriched, and the one who gives a drink of water 

will receive water.” Proverbs 11:24-25 CSB 

 

Offertory 

Our ministries rely on the generosity of our members and friends. If you would like to make a 

financial contribution to support our work in Great Falls and beyond, you can send checks 

to P.O. Box 6303, Great Falls, MT 59406 or use the corresponding QR codes. 

First Congregational UCC Donations: Christ UMC Donations: 
 

 

 

Presentation and Doxology lyrics by Amanda Udis-Kessler 

Praise Holy Love that lives in all, 

Our source, our path, our sacred call. 

Enlarge the circle of our care 

To bless all people everywhere. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

Generous Giver of Life, we are one small part of your great creation, one tiny part of the 

universe you’ve dreamed up. From the bountiful life you’ve given us, we give these gifts to 

our community, trusting that they will be enough, and where they fall short, that you will 

inspire us to greater generosity. For the sake of the coming of the peaceable kingdom of 

Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” NCH #28 
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Benediction 

 

Sending Song “God Be With You” NCH #81 vs. 1 
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Postlude 
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Acknowledgments 

Prayer of the Goat from: Prayers from the Ark by Carmen Bernons de Gasztold. Dog prayers 

from: https://www.beliefnet.com/prayables/galleries/funny-doggy-prayers.aspx. Cat prayer 

from: https://www.reddit.com/r/ScenesFromAHat/comments/1j5gg5t/a_cats_prayer_to_god/. 

The benediction is cited from https://jesusscribbles.wordpress.com/2012/09/19/wisdom-call-

to-worship-prayers/. Pastor Laura often quotes from the NIV translation when preaching. It 

may be impossible while listening to differentiate between what is paraphrased and what is 

quoted. 

 

All music is part of the public domain or is used with permission by St James Music Press, 

license No. 29302; OneLicense, license No. A-727303; and CCLI, license No. 23172435A. 
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