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Worship Leader:
Pastor Laura Ymker

Lay Reader: Karen Spencer
Ushers: Bruce Cole & Bill Tiskus
Accompanist/Music Director: Melissa Gilbert
Coffee Fellowship: Terry Roemmich, Peggy Seeley
Treats: Bob & Carolyn Dowdy
UCC Tellers: Liz Lee, Ed Venetz
Christ UMC Tellers: Rosemary Neilsen, Jeanne Nobbs

The service will be live-streamed on both church Facebook pages and a recording of the
livestream will be available on YouTube later in the day and on the United Spirit website.

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, August 30, 10:00 A.M.
Gather on the front lawn of the church for an outdoor service and
blessing of the animals.

» Bring your own lawn chair (we’ll have a few extras).
» Bring sun protection (sunscreen, hats, long-sleeved shirts).
» Bring your well-behaved pet, safely contained/controlled.

If your pet doesn't like getting out and about, bring a photo so they can still be blessed.
Feel free to also bring photos of pets who have crossed the rainbow bridge.

If the weather is not cooperating, we will move the service indoors to
the Fellowship Hall and try to accommodate the animals. (Pray for good weather!)



In Our Thoughts and Prayers

7 Sympathies to Donna Berkhof and family in the loss of her brother Bob Haveman, age 73, who
passed away after a second and long, valiant battle with cancer.

7 Sue Turton and extended family in the loss of a cousin’s son-in-law from an infection.

7 James Gilbert, son of our music director Melissa Gilbert, is experiencing complex migraines.

7 Heather and Jason Weibel’s son, Charlie, continues to recover at home for a collapsed lung.

7 June Rovero’s sister, Ellen, is home following a severe stroke and rehab.

7 Rebecca Marinko is home after spending time in the hospital and rehab from a fall.

7 Schools, teachers, and students as they begin classes in the next few weeks.

A Sure Foundation

We are almost upon the six-month anniversary of my time with you, and I would like to take
another step in building a healthy and lasting relationship with you. The Ministerial Excellence,
Support & Authorization (MESA) Ministry Team of the United Church of Christ published a
handbook of best practices for the relationship between pastors and their congregations called
A Sure Foundation. I’ve ordered 15 copies. They will be shared with the Pastoral Relations
Committee, Moderator, and Vice-Moderator. There will also be copies available in the office for
congregants to browse through or borrow. Unfortunately, they are on backorder; and it’s hard to tell
when they will arrive.

In the meantime, I thought I would begin sharing some of the best practices in the newsletter.
This first week I want to let you know who is on the Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC).
Current members are Molly Beck, Paul Holland, Marilyn Sheffels, and Susan Thomas. The PRC
will grow a few more members in the next several months. I will update you with each addition. In
accordance with our bylaws, members of this committee are selected by the joint decision of me
and the church council. These are the people you should contact with any complaints about me and
my work if you are not comfortable bringing your concerns directly to me. Best practices prevent us
from taking anonymous complaints, but these people can accompany you in your conversation
with me.

May God bless us with a fruitful relationship, guided by the Spirit’s wisdom. May each of us,
especially me as the spiritual leader, always promptly admit when we are wrong (as soon as we realize
we are wrong). May we never dig in our heals and fight but instead grow in grace.

Pastor Laura

s Loves the LL le thuren Christian Education News
On August 30 (weather permitting!), we will worship outside for
“Blessing of the Animals”. Folks are encouraged to bring lawn chairs,
Q/{ N wear hats, dress for the weather, etc. Christ’s Kids Bags will be available
L“‘ outside (or in the Fellowship Hall if the weather is uncooperative) for
kldS to use during worship. No nursery care will be provided for this service.

United Women in Faith

A reminder that the United Women in Faith gals will be cleaning in the parlor this Thursday,
August 27, at 1:00 P.M. Please bring your own duster or clean rags. Thank you.




“Gracious Space” is in our future!

Beginning on Thursday, September 17, Pastor Laura is hoping to start an evening conversation
we call “Gracious Space” on the first and third Thursdays of the month. Gracious Space will be
a place to re-examine, re-imagine, and re-form our faith in an environment where we stubbornly
insist on believing that God will always be “more good” than anything we can imagine and where we
also commit to believing the best about other people and other expressions of faith.

Participants will be asked to watch a video or listen to a podcast about the night’s discussion
before arriving. Links to the teaching will be shared in the newsletter just like we’ve been doing
for Sunday’s music. Currently, Pastor Laura is considering “The Faith of Gen Z” and “Enslaved
People & the Making of the Bible” as topics for our first two discussions. She plans on having us
alternate between discussions that involve biblical scholarship and history and those that have to do
with faith in our contemporary setting. Each discussion will stand alone; participants are not
expected to come to every discussion. You can join as you are able or interested and not fear
missing out. We hope to see you there!

141st United Church of Christ Conference Annual Meeting
September 25-27, 2026
“Lean Into the Storm”

Seeking delegates to represent United Spirit Community Church at this
year’s UCC Conference Annual Meeting in Helena. This is a great
opportunity to see the work of the conference in action and to meet our friends

‘ in Christ around the state. This year’s meeting is hosted by Plymouth
Congregational Church Helena. There will be a meet and greet Thursday evening, September 24 at
the church. Workshops take place during the day on Friday followed by a banquet that evening. Rev.
Dr. Sarah Lund, Minister for Disabilities and Mental Health Justice in the UCC, will keynote on
Saturday morning and lead a workshop Saturday afternoon. Rev. Jennifer Sowell, Associate General
Minister for Love of Church, will preach on Sunday and lead a workshop on Saturday.

If you are interested in attending this year’s Conference Annual Meeting either in person or virtually,
please contact Moderator Karen Spencer or Pastor Laura. Cost of registration will be paid for by
the church. Delegates are responsible for their lodging. Names of delegates need to be submitted by
Monday, September 14", Final reservation deadline is Thursday, September 18.

Calling All Vendors!

First United Methodist Church is hosting a parking lot craft fair and market on September 19
from 9:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. (610 2" Ave. N). Booth fees are $50.00 for a 10x10 space. No electricity
available. Applications will be accepted until all spaces are filled. For an application or if you have
any questions, call Hollie King at (406) 453-3114 or email churchoffice@umcgreatfalls.org.

Shoe Box Time

A friendly reminder to folks buying new shoes for the school year: if you don’t need your shoeboxes,
please bring them to the church for our Christmas Shoebox Ministry. You can leave them in the
office or hand them off to Janet Koostra. In December, Sunday School children and other
volunteers will fill the boxes with gifts and wrap them for transport to Browning United
Methodist Parish for distribution to kids of all ages!



mailto:churchoffice@umcgreatfalls.org

From the Pastor

This past Sunday we considered tidbits of wisdom
I’ve picked up along the way. Wisdom like:

 Step 10: We continued to take personal inventory, and when we were wrong, promptly admitted it.
« Bitterness is like drinking poison and hoping the other person dies.

« A wound that is not cleaned out, festers and kills you.

 The early bird gets the worm, but before you decide to be early, discern whether you are a worm.

This coming Sunday we will have the blessing of the animals out on the front lawn. I will tell a
parable about a dog. Dogs in ancient Israel weren't treated like we Americans treat dogs today.
They appear in Scripture as scavengers and roamers. Consider passages like 1 Samuel 17:43, Psalm
59:5-8, Psalm 22:16-21, and the ghastly 2 Samuel 16:9, 1 Kings 16:4, or 2 Kings 9:10.

Jesus talks about dogs in Matthew 15:26. Perhaps we will go so far as to read this Scripture as a
launching point for the sermon, but I don’t intend to spend much time on it. Where will I find my
parable when so much is different about how dogs were treated in ancient Israel two thousand
years ago than how we treat them today? I’m going to need to look beyond my Bible.

May you be humble enough this week to ask for wisdom, to examine your own actions, and to
promptly admit when you are wrong. May you be wise enough to forgive, to ask God to transform
you from the “inside out”, and to discern when you are a “worm”.

Pastor Laura

Music in the News

You can quickly find August 30’s music on YouTube:

o “Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom” in the United Methodist Hymnal #508
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdNYFBLKQWk&Ilist=RDjdNYFBLkQWk&start radio=1

o “All Things Bright and Beautiful” in the New Century Hymnal #31 (Not exact words)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xOC 1V5KBA&list=RD4xOC 1VSKBA&start radio=1

e« “Be Now My Vision” in the New Century Hymnal #451 vs. 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ed6C4 nQGS8s&list=RDed6C4 nQG8s&start radio=1

o The doxology will be recently written words sung to the melody of “Praise God From
Whom All Blessings Flow.”

e “For the Beauty of the Earth” in the New Century Hymnal #28 (Not exact words)
https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=7Zy7t2Uasqe8&list=RDZy7t2Uasqe8&start radio=1

e “God Be With You” in the New Century Hymnal #81 vs. 1 (Not exact words)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76415NpyTpk&list=RD76415NpyTpk&start radio=1
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“Justice Isn’t Blind:
Race and Inequality
in the Federal Criminal Justice System”

Sponsored by the Progressive Ministerial Association

Presented by Hank Branom,
Criminal Defense Attorney

United Spirit Community Church
2900 9™ Ave S. Great Falls, MT
October 1, 7:00-8:30 P.M.

A person can be subject to a federal criminal prosecution based in
part upon their ethnicity and where they live. With six federal
jurisdiction reservations, this has an impact upon our native
neighbors in Montana. This presentation will delve into the impacts
of federal criminal law upon Native Americans from the 1880's to
the present day. It will also address the current immigration
prosecutions occurring in our state and elsewhere.

Bible Study Begins

Bible study comes out of summer recess on Wednesday, September 9 at 10:00 A.M. in the church
parlor. We will be starting close to the beginning of this year in Genesis. The study will look at six
faith stories in Genesis starting with Adam and Eve. If you wish to read more than the Bible for
the study, you can read Amy Jill-Levine’s book Genesis: A Beginner’s Guide to the Beginning.
The plan would be to start the conversation from a DVD with Amy Jill-Levine starting our
conversation. Pray the DVD arrives as it is on backorder. All are welcome to attend this study, led
by Rev. Paul Holland.

Funnel Cake!

Be sure to join us this Sunday for our annual
blessing of the animals service on the front lawn of the church.
After the service, Bob and Carolyn Dowdy
are serving up funnel cake for a special treat!

Sharing Words of Wisdom

Say it, forget it. Write it, regret it.
Wisdom comes from experience. Experience comes from bad decisions.

Share your words of wisdom with us!
Use the note pad on the table in the narthex and place your thoughts in the jar provided.




Fall Circuit Gathering

Sunday, September 20, 2026
2:00 P.M. at Big Sandy United Methodist Church
254 Johannes Ave, Big Sandy, MT 59520

Rev. Carl Ellis and Rev. Dawn Skerritt invite all of our United Methodist Church people to
join together for an afternoon of fellowship, refreshments, worship and hands-on service.

Rooted in the Wesleyan heritage of God’s love and grace, we gather as United
Methodists shaped by the faith and service of Circuit Rider Brother Van, who
helped plant our churches many years ago. Together, we continue that
witness in our communities, our state, our nation, and our world.

Schedule

2:00 P.M. —2:30 P.M.
Gathering & Refreshments
Come early to visit and enjoy time together. (please bring cookies to share if you are able.)

2:30 P.M. — 2:45 P.M.
Worship
Rev. Dawn Skerrit preaching as we give thanks and begin together in prayer.

2:45 P.M. — 3:30 P.M.
Mission experience
Preparing lunches for people experiencing homelessness in Great Falls.

3:30 P.M. — 3:40 P.M.
Closing words and prayer. Sending us out in faith and service.

Quilt Raffle

present to win.

United Women in Faith is sponsoring a quilt raffle. The
quilt is on display in Fellowship Hall and will be raffled during
coffee fellowship on December 6. Tickets are 1/$1.00 or
6/$5.00. All proceeds will benefit local charities. Please see
Jeanne Nobbs or Carolyn Dowdy for tickets. Need not be



Coming Up

Thursday, August 27
8:00 A.M.  Pray with the Pastor, Sanct.
9-10 AAM.  Pastor Laura Office Hours
1:00 PM.  Parlor Cleaning, WIF
Sunday, August 30
10:00 A.M.  Outdoor Worship Service
11:00 A.M.  Coftee Fellowship
11:30 A.M.  Worship Board Meeting
Monday, August 31
1:00 PM.  Christian Service Board
5:30 PM.  Pray with the Pastor, Sanct.
7:00 PM.  Stewardship Board, Zoom
Wednesday, September 2
12:30 PM.  Pray with the Pastor, Sanct.
1-2 PM.  Pastor Laura Office Hours
1:30 PM.  Pinochle, Fellowship Hall
Thursday, September 3
8:00 A.M.  Pray with the Pastor, Sanct.
9-10 AAM.  Pastor Laura Office Hours
Sunday, September 6
9:00 AM.  Fellowship Board Mtg.
10:00 A.M.  Worship Service
11:00 A.M.  Coffee Fellowship



