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IMPRINTS OF TIME

By Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Tony Clark

Dear Folks:

Over the last few days, my spouse and I met my sister in the Black Hills of
South

Dakota. My sister wanted to take a road trip from Cincinnati through the
middle of the country, and she had some pieces from my dad's house that




we had agreed would come to me. We went to The Badlands National Park,
Mt. Rushmore National Memorial, the Crazy Horse Memorial, and Wind
Cave National Park. On the way home we stopped at Devil's Tower National
Monument.

Each of these geologic and human-made behemoths drew awe and wonder

from us. Each of these water-, wind-, and hand-carved sculptures left us
contemplating the generational time for each of them to form. The
imprints of time are the striations in rock walls, fossils rising out of

eroding land, and the passion and perseverance of the artists into the
grandchildren’s generation. The imprints of time were also in notices for
celebrations of the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

The land is held sacred by many people—patriots, artists, the Lakota and
other

indigenous peoples who know the Creator through these sites, families of
frontiers people, mine owners, and cattle ranchers. It is a region of
recreation and reverence, hospitable welcomes and hard work. There is a
holiness to the area, and there is a discernable disgruntlement from
different factions over land use, land rights, rites tied to the land, and
the strange mix of public, private, and corporate lands. Our host told us
about the iron mine a few miles from our home-away-from-home and the
controversy over the proposed field office at the mine for students
studying at SD School of Mines; the neighboring ranch owners do not want
it, while others see it as a teaching opportunity.

Signs of creation are present in the immense mountains and caves and
carvings. Signs of creation go together with recreation. We want to
vacation and play in beauty, where we can behold the Creator's hand. Even
as we rest and restore, there is a call to re-create, to make artwork out of
the local signs of creation and become God's co-creators in beauty. There
is a call to respect the land and use the land wisely. There is a call to learn




from the land, and there is a call to share the land.

Controversies of our country are concentrated in regions of recreation
where the signs of creation stand out. What energy source do we use to

light our homes—water, wind, wood, coal? Who has rights to public land

and for what use? What symbols and icons do we use to honor our history?
Whose history? In what ways are we honoring ALL Americans, and who are
we dishonoring by not giving them memorials or monuments? What
constitutes patriotism and who decides?

In this season, these questions of our culture do not come with easy or
obvious answers. The celebration of 250 years of independence is
entwined with our need to have recreation and reverence, to steward and
save our lands, and to honor the creator and creation. Awe and wonder and
mystery are present. I pray for all who can remain in the mystery.

In peace and prayer,

Pastor Tony




FREEDOM

Tomorrow we honor Juneteenth — a powerful reminder that freedom
delayed is not freedom denied. Let’s celebrate, reflect, and continue
the march toward justice.
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In-person: Pilgrim Congregational Church
2592 W |4th St # 309, Cleveland, OH 44113
or
Online: Livestream

—— Rev. Dr. Bentley deBardelaben-Phillips
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CLIMATE HOPE AFFILIATES NATIONAL WEBINAR

EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION
FOR CLIMATE
ADVOCACY

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
JOHN SABIN

Bringing the Insights of Psychotherapy to Advocacy
SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2026 | 10 AMPT /1 PMET



https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018sEGGK0b3etZx3K_IPwEGT3-TlWNt5-1A5x9od251unFb4q8NmCee3Fc93kZAIOLIq8TkRYB-7FQQiIlyBburPj65M1obsX6-Rf6uJlCPlB9aEvMEXvZ8XdJaQhvC2g23m4d9MgXVneTJnEPJ7t6KUf49HX4s0LI&c=laeGKl6IYd8fX9CHJHQ1Karf6uOWTECoaMJ7sx6Hfr6cRLbJkPo9zg==&ch=6_FRwMh_oOP4_tSe2-_KcVOHHMGiya6C7gdXqHvBFtXYXq2-K3QTbw==
https://cvlnv9fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018sEGGK0b3etZx3K_IPwEGT3-TlWNt5-1A5x9od251unFb4q8NmCee3Fc93kZAIOL5Wj8G1ObaRBnHfYaveHqHgQu_Z4ecMD_CNSGlBSW_IaHagDUsALag3LR54K8tNpRno5nmhw8TwCF8-rDAqlkhemM6C-z-a5OOCONNs3nvhdAymSI0inFpZosfOzc6F00v3KF6yHheZsTCpYel9rShVoZhfLLcFdHzyTiPokdDg6C_VYx45vY8tKPGhpts2ipzi4CkFl4XB35OBMyIX3-m42Ei14I8Ro69q9q6BalXXJXQj58xS9l9g==&c=laeGKl6IYd8fX9CHJHQ1Karf6uOWTECoaMJ7sx6Hfr6cRLbJkPo9zg==&ch=6_FRwMh_oOP4_tSe2-_KcVOHHMGiya6C7gdXqHvBFtXYXq2-K3QTbw==
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